
41st IFRW Biennial Convention
2027-2028 Slate of Officers

In accordance with the IFRW Bylaws [Article X, Section 1] the 2026 Nominating Committee has nominated the following
Slate of Officers to serve the Idaho Federation of Republican Women. The IFRW Nominating Committee is honored to

present the following as our choices for the 2027-2028 Executive Committee.

President

1st Vice
President

2nd Vice
President

1st V President  -Programs
Becky Funk

Andrea Graf

Membership Chair
Laverne Sessions

LaVerne Sessions is a lifelong Idahoan from Salmon whose commitment to country, community,
and conservative principles began early. At age 12, she joined Republican women knocking on
doors for her father’s campaign, launching a lifetime of service. While in college, LaVerne interned
with the Idaho Senate, working with the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee and the Senate
Agricultural Affairs Committee. Her father’s 20 years in the Idaho House gave her firsthand
insight into principled leadership and public service across the state. 

Today, LaVerne serves on four statewide committees, as a Lemhi County precinct
committeeman, and as Legislative District Chair. She and her husband, Rick, have five children
and 14 grandchildren. LaVerne remains dedicated to strengthening the Republican Party,
preserving Idaho’s values and freedoms, and serving alongside the women of the Idaho
Federation of Republican Women.

President, CanAda Republican Women

Becky Funk once dreamed of being a stay-at-home mom who baked cookies. Then came PTO
meetings, radio, public policy, political campaigns—and eventually Costco supplied the cookies.
A longtime Idahoan, Becky is a political consultant, writer, IFRW First Vice President, and President
of North Idaho Republican Women. She has managed campaigns from school board to the United
States Congress in Texas, Idaho, Washington, and New Mexico, and contributes to The Idaho Way, a
weekly column published in the Coeur d’Alene Press and shared across Idaho.
Becky believes leadership is about serving people, strengthening communities, and preparing
others to lead. Her vision is to help Republican women feel welcomed, informed, valued, and
equipped to make a difference while leading with strong convictions, accurate facts, courage,
dignity, and grace.

Some people wait to be asked; Andrea Graf takes initiative and gets to work. As a dedicated mom of
five and a proud Reagan conservative, she has tirelessly served as our Fundraising Chair since
January 2025. She successfully organized the silent auctions for Board of Directors meetings and
coordinated the delegation to the 2025 NFRW convention.  Andrea founded the CanAda Republican
Women's Club and currently chairs it, having built a strong organization from the ground up. When the
club needed to energize voters ahead of the primary, she single-handedly developed a website and
acquired merchandise for the "It's My Primary" campaign. This proactive approach exemplifies her
commitment to our values. At the fall convention, she eloquently presented on the Dignity Index,
showcasing her poise and confidence. In addition to her leadership roles, she served as Sergeant at
Arms on Red Jacket Day and has written impactful editorials championing conservative policies. In
our online discussions, Andrea is a steady, principled voice who elevates conversations. Andrea leads
by showing up, following through, and empowering other women along the way. We are honored to
support her as our First Vice Chair.



Secretary

Treasurer

District 1
Director

District 2
Director

We are excited to announce that Darlene Simpson will run for a fourth term as IFRW Treasurer.
Darlene's exceptional attention to detail and strong work ethic have ensured the Federation's
finances remain secure and compliant. She is not one to shy away from new challenges and spends
countless hours ensuring clubs have the information they need. Darlene has completed the
transition of IFRW’s record-keeping to a digital format, enhancing efficiency and transparency.
Growing up in a devoted Republican family, Darlene has cultivated a passion for politics, becoming
a tireless volunteer and generous supporter of the Federation. With her degree in mathematics and
music, she brings not only expertise but also integrity to her role. Darlene is always willing to learn
and goes above and beyond to assist clubs in navigating complex regulations. Her kind-
heartedness and adherence to accounting principles make her the ideal candidate for Treasurer.
We wholeheartedly believe Darlene is the right choice once again!

IFRW Treasurer
Darlene Simpson

Catherine Bedford

Tianna has been married to Jim for over 35 years and together they have five sons, one daughter,
and three grandchildren. A lifelong Republican, Tianna has devoted nearly 30 years to volunteering
in her children’s schools, including serving with the PTA and Parent Advisory Committees. She also
spent 20 years volunteering with the Boy Scouts of America and directed a local women’s event
that brought together over 40 women and thousands of attendees. Tianna has logged thousands of
hours helping Republican candidates get elected, participating in events like sign waving, door-
knocking, GOTV, and serving on various party committees, including as Vice Chair and Treasurer.
She is an active member of the National Federation of Republican Women and currently serves as
the 1st VP of her local Republican Women’s club. Tianna believes that strong families and
communities are the foundation of a strong America and is committed to making the Federation
even stronger.

1st VP, Southeast Idaho RW
Tianna Able

Chair, Caring for America

Alex Caval

Alexandra Caval is a Twin Falls attorney with 17 years of experience in the field of bankruptcy
and consumer law helping individuals and businesses solve complex financial problems.
Professionally, Ms. Caval has served on the board of the Commercial Law & Bankruptcy
Section of the Idaho State Bar and has also served as the Lawyer Representative for the
District of Idaho to the Ninth Circuit. Within her community she has served on the board of
the Twin Falls Urban Renewal Agency and as a member of the Twin Falls City Council. In
addition to her professional and civic involvement, Ms. Caval is also currently serving as the
president of Southern Idaho Republican Women. In her spare time, she enjoys spending time
exploring Idaho’s mountains and lakes. She also enjoys painting, drone photography, and
baking treats with her nieces and nephews.

President, Southern Idaho RW

Catherine retired in 2014 after closing her two Hallmark Stores in San Diego, CA, and quickly relocated
to Coeur d’Alene following visits with her best friend. She immediately joined the Kootenai County
Republican Women, where she has served as Parliamentarian, Secretary, Bylaws Committee Chair,
and on the nominating committee. Currently the Caring for America Committee Chair since 2022,
continues her involvement in various roles. Catherine has attended three National Republican Women
Conventions and has been a delegate for the Idaho Republican Party at the last three conventions.
Born and raised in Southern California, Catherine comes from a family with a rich entrepreneurial
background. She began working in her father’s gas station at age 15 while attending college.
Throughout her life, she has embodied a spirit of service, becoming a licensed Life & Health insurance
agent, supervising census enumerators, and serving as a poll judge in Kootenai County.
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