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PURPOSE

The National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW) takes pride in supporting the United
States of America's military (active duty, National Guard, Reserves, veterans, and their families).
Currently, the United States of America's military services consist of approximately 1.42 million
active duty personnel with 1.98 million family members; and, 857,261 National Guard and
Reserve personnel with 1.26 million family members. 2021 demographics states there are more
than 18 million veterans. The NFRW Armed Services Committee offers this pamphlet to support
state federations and local clubs by providing ideas to assist our active duty, Reserve, Guard,
and the military community which consists of their families, retirees, and veterans.

Why an NFRW Armed Services focus:

a. The military, veterans, and their families are critical elements in providing and maintaining
our Republic with a representative form of government.

b. The military, veterans, and their families are a defused constituency. They are out there,
but often not in large numbers. They are often in locations that could make a difference
to our political endeavors.

c. They do so much but are often overlooked as needing assistance or just a “thank you.”

NFRW ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE ROLE
The role of the NFRW Armed Services Committee is multi-faceted. The Committee:

a. Serves as an information sharing conduit to State Federations of Republican Women
(FRWSs) and their clubs.

b. Fosters project ideas and serves as an information sharing conduit.

c. Informs the state federations and clubs of significant developments at the Department of
Defense, Veterans Administration, and military agencies.

STATE FRW AND LOCAL CLUB ROLE
Each state federation and its clubs will:

a. Appoint an Armed Services Chair. The NFRW Armed Services Committee will work
closely with the state and club presidents and the club’s Armed Services chair.

b. Undertake a minimum of one military or veteran service project.

c. Promote veterans to run for political office, especially at the federal level. We need
veterans in Congress.

d. Work with military retirees and veterans on state legislation (each state treats them
differently). A way to encourage veterans to retire to your state would be: no taxation on
their military retirement pay; simplified teacher certification by recognizing the leadership
and training experience retirees have; or, how disabled veterans are recognized (i.e.,
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https://drhandicap.com/insights/everything-need-know-getting-disabled-veterans-
plates/) — some states recognize any percentage of disability, others require 100%.

e. ldentify their veterans (service, dates of service, and military specialty). The NFRW
Armed Services Committee encourages them to write profiles of their veteran members
to share with all NFRW members.

The following are potential areas to find military or veterans.

1.

Many states have a number of military units to which the state federation and its clubs can
offer assistance.

National Guard and Air Guard units are located throughout each state, as are Army, Air Force
and Naval Reserve units. The Public Affairs Office is a resource for your state
federation/clubs and should be able to advise how they can support one of the above units
or their families.

Remember the active duty and Reserve service members in local recruiting stations. Many
of these individuals and their families may be the only ones in that area (normally mid-level,
noncommissioned officers who do not make a lot of money). These individuals will often know
if there are other military units in their area.

Many universities and colleges have active duty personnel (both officers and
noncommissioned officers) and their families. These are small groups far from any large
military installation support. In addition, remember the young cadets/midshipmen that are in
ROTC.

State veteran services are dedicated to serving veterans and their families by providing
superior advocacy, excellent assistance with benefits and education, high quality long-term
care and respectful interment services in a dignified final resting place. In addition, they
provide superior long-term care and enhanced quality of life for all state veterans home
residents. Check with your individual county clerks, as most counties will have a local service
officer (within the American Legion, VFW, etc.) to work with veterans. These organizations
can let you know of ways to support the local veterans.

See if your state has a Sisterhood of Women Warriors whose primary mission is to assist,
seek out, lend emotional support, and mentor women who are currently serving, have served,
or have retired, especially those seeking treatment at a VA Medical Center.
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The following are potential project areas that the NFRW encourages state federations and
local clubs to support.

a. American Legion (https://www.legion.orq)

The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic
veterans’ organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. It is the nation’s largest wartime
veterans’ service organization, committed to mentoring youth and sponsorship of
wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting
strong national security and continued devotion to our fellow service members and
veterans. A service organization that provides financial and health services, aid and
support to veterans and their families. This organization provides financial assistance to
Boys & Girls State programs, baseball leagues and other worthy organizations for kids.
They will often provide a Color Guard at events. They have a women’s auxiliary. Most
Posts meet monthly.

b. America’s Vet Dogs (https://www.vetdogs.orq)
The service dog programs of America’s VetDogs were created to provide enhanced
mobility and renewed independence to United States veterans, active-duty service
members, and first responders with disabilities, allowing them to once again live with pride
and self-reliance. Not only does a service dog provide support with daily activities, but it
also provides the motivation to tackle everyday challenges.

c. Blue Star Mothers of America (https://www.bluestarmothers.orqg)

A service organization comprised of mothers who currently have or have had sons or
daughters in the Armed Forces who support our veterans and active duty military. Their
mission is charitable support and spreading military service awareness throughout our
local communities and the Nation. Grandmothers may be associate members. The
organization participates in ceremonies which honor our military men and women and
veterans. The organization accepts monetary support and food/toiletries (detailed list on
web site) that can be sent to deployed service members. Some organizations pay for
medium sized care packages being shipped by family members or clubs to deployed
service members.

d. Disabled American Veterans (https://www.dav.org)
DAV is a nonprofit charity that provides a lifetime of support for veterans of all generations
and their families, helping more than one million veterans in positive, life-changing ways
each year. The organization provides rides for veterans attending medical appointments
and assists veterans with benefit claims. DAV connects veterans with meaningful
employment, hosting job fairs and providing resources to ensure they have the
opportunity to participate in the American Dream that their sacrifices have made possible.

e. Fisher House (https://www.fisherhouse.orq)
The Fisher House provides free lodging to veterans and their immediate families while
they are receiving treatment at military medical centers (military version of Ronald
McDonald House). There are 61 Fisher Houses located at 23 military installations and 22
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VA medical centers. Republican women’s clubs across the country have responded to
this cause by giving their time and money to support the Fisher House Foundation. All
donations given by individuals are tax deductible. Any donation amount is appreciated. In
addition to monetary support, the Fisher House needs air miles/points, hotel points, and
other items.

f. Folds of Honor Foundation (https://www.foldsofhonor.orqg)
The Folds of Honor Foundation was created in 2007 to ensure that, through scholarships
and other assistance, spouses and children of soldiers killed or disabled in the service of
their country will have educational opportunities and dreams realized. As of January 1,
2012, more than 1 million dependents of soldiers who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan
have been adversely affected, and of them 87% do not qualify for Federal scholarship
assistance. Individuals can apply for the scholarships online.

g. Gary Sinise Foundation (http://www.garysinisefoundation.orq)
The Gary Sinise Foundation serves our nation by honoring our defenders, veterans, first
responders, their families, and those in need by creating and supporting unique
programs designed to entertain, educate, inspire, strengthen and build communities.
The foundation supports severely wounded heroes through their R.I.S.E. program —
Restoring Independence Supporting Empowerment. Through R.I.S.E., home
modifications, adapted vehicles, and mobility devices are being provided to injured,
wounded, ill and/or aging first responders and veterans from all military conflicts. Each
home is mortgage-free and fully customized to the unique needs of the hero and their
loved ones.

h. Holiday for Heroes (https://www.redcross.orq)
The Red Cross Holidays for Heroes program enables Americans to “Give Something That
Means Something” each holiday year-round. They are inviting the public to join their local
Red Cross offices to thank and recognize members of the military, veterans
and their families through a variety of activities. Please check with your local Red Cross
for details.

i. Honor Flight Network (https://www.honorflight.org)
Honor Flight transports American veterans to Washington, DC to visit those memorials
dedicated to the honor of their service and sacrifices. Priority is given to WWII heroes and
any veteran with a terminal illness who wishes to visit his or her memorial. The program
will transition to the Korean and Vietham War veterans as we lose the last of our WWII
veterans. Honorary advisers are Senators Bob & Elizabeth Dole.

J. Hugs Project (http://www.thehugsproject.com)
The Hugs Project was started in Oklahoma in 2004 by Ray & Karen Stark, to send cooling
neck bands (affectionately nicknamed “hugs”) to the Middle East. The “hugs” help keep
our service members and allies cool during the summer when temperatures top 140
degrees. The neck “hugs” can reduce body temperatures by 5+ degrees and can save
our men and women from heat stroke and other heat related ailments. In the winter
months the temperature can drop as low as -20 to -40 degrees in the mountains of
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Afghanistan, so warm gear is needed then. A list of items needed for care packages can
be found on the web site. The Hugs Project mission is to give a “hug” to every American
serving in the Middle East. So far, this dedicated group has sent more than 1 million
“hugs”, 250,000 “kisses” (helmet coolers) and more than 400 tons of care package items.
There are project members in every state and in 53 countries.

k. Independence Fund (https://independencefund.org)
The Independence Fund’s mission is to empower our severely wounded veterans and
their caregivers to take control of their lives. They provide resources and tools that enable
veterans to work through their physical, mental and emotional wounds to regain their
independence. This unique direct program service meets the needs of injured service
members in ways such as the all-terrain chair. This has been publicized on Fox News by
Bill O'Reilly.

I. One Touch Awakening Pillow Project (https://onetouchawakening.org)

One Touch Awakening Pillow Project was organized by NFRW member Susan Hafner to
send a pillow to each of our service members deployed in a danger zone, since they are
deployed without pillows; many try using their gas masks or other equipment which are
not comfortable. The pillows are sent for their physical comfort, and to assure them they
are appreciated and not forgotten. Each time they lay their head on their pillow, they can
be assured they are being supported with prayers from home. Each pillow is sent with a
card sharing the three-fold purpose: 1) Your secret meeting place with your Creator; 2)
Our prayer network is praying for you and all who sleep on One Touch Awakening pillows;
and 3) A nightly reminder that “One Touch from God is greater than all the world can
offer”. Place each pillowcase with sheets of fabric softener folded in zip lock bags to
troops. We are told the zip locks help keep pillowcases a little cleaner from dust in the
desert when not in use.

m. Operation Home Front (https://operationhomefront.org/)
Operation Home Front was formed in 2002 to support families of deployed service
members by providing emergency financial support for repairs, food, and other
assistance.

n. Patriot Paws (https://www.patriotpaws.orq)
The mission of Patriot PAWS is to train and provide service dogs of the highest quality at
no cost to disabled American veterans and others with mobile disabilities and Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) to help restore their physical and emotional
independence. Patriot PAWS intends to build partnerships with local, state, and national
organizations to help develop and support this goal.

0. Paws for Purple Hearts (https://pawsforpurplehearts.orq)
Paws for Purple Hearts is the world’s only service dog organization for wounded Service
Members and Veterans that partners with Bergin College of Canine Studies. Bergin
College is the first and only college in the world that focuses on training and learning
about dogs. It was founded and continues to be led by the famous canine researcher and
inventor of the service dog concept, Dr. Bonnie Bergin.
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p. Quilts of Valor (https://www.govf.org)
The mission of the Quilts of Valor Foundation is to cover service members and veterans
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor. Sponsorship through
Community partnership to honor Veterans are available. Many American Legion or VFW
organizations work with the ladies who sew the quilts, so you could donate through their
organizations. Or you could purchase and donate fabric for their use. Sponsor
recognition will include logos appearing on advertisements, newsletters and brochures
as “In Community Support Partnership with....” Sponsors will receive Invitations to
special events. Or monetary donations can be made by sending a check to Quilts of
Valor Foundation, P.O. Box 191 Winterset, 1A 50273.

g. Sew Much Comfort (https://hiddenheroes.org/resource/sew-much-comfort/)

The Mission of Sew Much Comfort is to provide FREE adaptive (Velcro closures) clothing
to support our wounded service members from all branches of the Military and National
Guard. Many injuries require large fixators, prosthetics or casts that are too bulky to fit
under ordinary clothing. Without our adaptive clothing, wounded service members are
limited to wearing hospital gowns during their recovery. Sew Much Comfort adaptive
clothing allows them to wear normal looking adaptive clothing which enhances their
comfort and dignity during their recovery process.

r. United Service Organization (https://www.uso.0rq)
The USO web site lists the centers and programs in 28 states and in the District of
Columbia. The USO World Headquarters is located in Arlington, VA. The Warrior and
Family Center, the largest USO center, opened in 2013 at Fort Belvoir, VA. A new center
at Walter Reed in Bethesda, MD opened in March 2014. It is dedicated to Prescott Bush,
the father and grandfather of our former U.S. Presidents, who chaired the USO during
WWII. Details on support programs are available on the USO web site.

s. Veterans of Foreign Wars (https://www.viw.org)
Veterans are eligible for membership if they have served in a conflict in any service. The
VFW provides services and aid to veterans. In addition, the VFW has direct involvement
with America’s youth and local communities with scholarships through the Voice of
Democracy Program, Patriots Pen, Scout of the Year and Teacher of the Year. They are
also involved in Flag education and provide resources and encourage VFW members to
visit local classrooms.

t. Veterans History Project (https://www.loc.gov/vets)
The Veterans History Project (VHP) of the Library of Congress American Folklife Center
was created in 2000 and is a collection of personal interviews of United States military
veterans who served from World War | through the present. The VHP collects, archives,
and makes the memories of veterans accessible for future generations in an online,
searchable database.
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u. Wreaths Across America (https://wreathsacrossamerica.org)
Each December on National Wreaths Across America Day is carried out by
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at
more than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad. A
wreath is placed on each grave of service member. (Each wreath costs approximately
$15.00. You can designate which cemetery you wish your wreath to be placed).

v. Wounded Warrior Project (https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org)
The Wounded Warrior Project was founded in 2003 to raise awareness and provide public
aid to wounded veterans and active duty personnel. It actively seeks aid and donations
to help veterans and any active duty soldier wounded in battle. Country music star Trace
Adkins is the spokesperson.

Other Ildeas

a. Recognize a Vietnam-Era Veteran
(https://veteran.com/national-vietham-war-veterans-day)
The Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin has become “a lasting memento of the Nation’s thanks.”
Living U.S. Veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces at any time
during the period of Nov. 1, 1955, to May 15, 1975, regardless of location, are eligible to
receive one lapel pin.

b. “Thank You” Business Cards
Create "Thank you for serving" business cards to show support to service people, first
responders, and their families (picture below). Handing an Armed Services member a
"business card" conveys a message and does not require anyone to feel "at a loss for
words."

e Card should state, “Member of the National Federation of Republican Women,”
include our logo, website, address, and phone number.

e Place on one side of the card, the club’s personal message or their information to
offer communication. The military member, family member, or first responder now
has a small keepsake with them to remind them "a Republican woman
appreciates their service and is thinking about them". The cards are low cost but
high impact.

e Approximate cost is $250 from Vista Print for 5,000 cards.

'
THANK YOL "':'"L"‘\:".ll::l.l‘:l.‘la

o REF WOMEN
FOR YOUR
SERVICH
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c. Women’s Quilt Projects

Various quilt projects to honor female veterans — past, present and future have occurred
over the years. In 2011, the NFRW challenged each state to participate in the 2011 NFRW
Women’s Purple Heart Quilt Trail Project. Each state quilt was unique and showcased
the state’s history (famous citizens, the state bird, buildings, etc.) along with a pattern that
depicted the Purple Heart Medal and memorable event(s). Later the quilts were to be
displayed prominently in state capitols, Veterans Administration hospitals or nursing
homes, etc.

NOTE

The information provided above was developed for NFRW and club use. Donations through
the clubs are not tax deductible. However, donations by individuals are tax deductible in
many cases.
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QUICK LIST REFERENCE SHEET

There are many ways the NFRW, state federations and clubs can support the Armed Services.
Below are a few suggestions.

1. Recognize military veterans at NFRW, state federation and club meetings and conventions.
2. Recognize any military person in uniform with, “Thank you for your service.”

3. Put on a program which spotlights the military or veterans (and/or their families).

4. Invite a Medal of Honor recipient, a former POW, or a retiree as a guest speaker.

5. Invite military spouses as guests for a club meeting.

6. Send care packages to our deployed service members.

7. Look at local organizations that support our veterans or wounded warriors; see if there is a
way your club could work with them.

8. Sponsor a quilt project.

9. Sponsor a fundraiser for an organization that supports the military. Some ideas are cake
auction, chili or crab feed, and yard sale.

10.Work with a Boy Scout working on his Eagle Scout service project that concerns support of
Armed Services personnel, their families, or veterans.

11.Work with a High School senior on their senior project that concerns support of Armed
Services personnel, their families, or veterans.

12.Volunteer at VA Medical Centers.
13. Adopt a service member from your area.
14.Hand out “Thank You” cards.

15. Sponsor a voter registration drive at an ROTC unit — every service member has a right to
vote absentee at their Home of Record if they are a registered voter. Also, leave voter
registration forms at your local recruiting Stations.

Voter deadline alerts for your calendar:

By State: https://www.fvap.gov/calendar-alerts

Military voter: https://www.fvap.gov/military-voter
Outreach information: https://www.fvap.gov/info/outreach



